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Fellow Cayuga Residents, 

I would like to take a moment to thank Trustee Chris Ryan and Mayor Bill Sherman for 

their time and dedication to the Village of Cayuga. I wish them well in their future endeavors 

and personally thank them for all of their hard work on several projects over the last few 

years. It has been a pleasure serving with them.  

I am humbled to be serving out the remainder of the mayoral term until the election 

in March of 2023. I am a 4th generation resident, and father to a 5th generation son. I believe 

that the volunteers of this community are the absolute core of what makes this village such a 

great place to be. Our volunteer Fire Department is rich in history and tradition, and an organ-

ization that is 2nd to none. The Cayuga Waterfront Festival Committee has grown bigger and 

better every single year due to the efforts of the volunteers who have kept the festival going 

since 2007. I am proud to say that I serve in both of those organizations! I have also served as 

the Planning Board Chair, liaison to Zoning Rewrite Committee, the village representative to 

the Cayuga County Planning Board, and am currently serving on the LWRP committee.  Every 

organization in this village needs volunteers. If you are interested, please reach out. 

With recent Board Member changes, we have an opportunity for new growth and new 

ideas. I am excited to see what the future holds for this great village. My family has called this 

place home for many years, and I am very proud to say that I live in one of the most beautiful 

places on earth. Together we can keep Cayuga moving forward for the next generation of 

“Cayuga Kids”. In my heart I will always be a Cayuga Kid, and I hope that all of the residents of 

this community share my enthusiasm for this little town. I hope to see you all Saturday August 

6th at the Waterfront Festival, or out and about watching a sunset.  

 Water rates are on the rise. I encourage all residence to attend the town of Aurelius 
board meeting on July 14th at 7pm. The town is in control of the water increases in our water 
district. Please make an appearance at the town meeting and ask them to provide answers. 
The village board, myself, nor our DPW/WWTP staff have been provided an explanation as to 
why our O&M cost have increased. After a joint water meeting between the town and the vil-
lage, rates were increased by the town. No minutes from that meeting have been provided to 
the village explaining the water budget or the needs for the O&M increases to district 3. 

 

I wish you all a safe and wonderful summer, 

Mayor Donald E. Wilson Jr. 

don.wilson@villagecayugany.com 



  Swim Lessons! 
      

      Summer is here and Kelly Lyndacker is planning swim 

      lessons for children at Harris Park starting July 5th with 

      2 sessions of 2 weeks, running Monday thru Thursday 

with Friday being a makeup day in case of inclement weather.  Lessons will run from 10am-12noon or 

1pm.  The extension of time is dependent on how many sessions are needed.  The classes will last 30 

minutes and the children will be broken into the appropriate class after the first day.  The cost is 

$30 for one child, $40 for two children and $50 for three or more children.   

 

Call Kelly for more information or to enroll your children—315-406-2041. 

 

Share this information with your friends and help get the word out about this great opportunity! 

 Cayuga Waterfront Festival 
Saturday, August 6, 2022 

10am—11pm at Harris Park 

 

Come celebrate the end of Covid lock-down and re-emergence of 

the Cayuga Waterfront Festival!  There will be a variety of ven-

dors, softball tournaments, youth fishing tournament, food ven-

dors and music, music, music.!  The evening will close with spectacular fireworks starting at 

dusk around 9:30pm.   

 

Coed softball tournament will take place at McIntosh Park starting at 8am.  SYK Glass will be 

providing the BOOT trophies for first and second place. 

 

Sign up for the youth fishing tournament at Bass Pro customer service counter .  Cost is $5/

entry for ages 16 years and younger.  Fishing starts at sunrise anywhere on Cayuga Lake and its 

tributaries.  Weigh in begins at 10am at Harris Park and will close promptly at 11am.  Awards 

will be announced at 12noon.  

 

Food Vendors will be Petes Treats with hotdogs and hamburgs and other options, and S&J Pizza 

with pie options.  Montezuma Winery will be offering local wine tastings. 

 

The bands will start at 12:30pm with Perform for Purpose;  Jim VanArsdale and the Healers to 

follow and the headlining band The Sloppy Joe’s at 6:00pm.   

 

Youngs Explosives will put on a dynamite fireworks show at dusk around 9:30pm. 

 

This event is free and will showcase the Village of Cayuga and all her beauty!  Hope to see you 

there 
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from the history corner…..   
by Cindy Scoville (Cayugahistory@gmail.com) 
 
 
 Before there was a Village of Cayuga, there was a lake.  Living in a village with a lake 
has many perks as most people know.  Settlers from the earliest Native American days and on 
into the post-Revolutionary War days looked primarily for good water sources, both for  
travelling, fishing, wildlife, and farming. 
 
 It didn’t take Col. John Harris long to recognize the usefulness of Cayuga Lake for  
travel.  He and another Revolutionary War veteran, James Bennett of Bridgeport, built a thriv-
ing ferry boat business that continued until the great Cayuga Bridge was built across the lake.   
 
 Soon travel expanded from south to north on the lake as well.  Canal branches were 
cleared joining the Finger Lakes to the Erie Canal and steamboats ran from Ithaca to Cayuga.  
The Enterprise was the first steamer to dock in Cayuga in 1820.  Built in Ithaca, it was 80 feet 
long and 30 feet wide, powered by a steam engine built by Robert Fulton.  A ticket for a one-
way 8-hour trip was a full dollar.  A number of other steamboats soon followed.  One steamer, 
the Ithaca, caught fire and sank by the dock in 1901.   
 
 In the 1870’s, John E. McIntosh built several boats for himself in a blacksmith shop 
across from what later became the Beacon Milling Company.  He experimented with a 6hp., 
2cyl. engine for his boats – named Firefly (I, II, III, and IV), making changes and upgrades as 
he went along.  In 1907 he launched a yacht on which he oversaw the construction.  The yacht, 
“Calypso” was 90 ft. long, took 2 years to build, at a cost of $60,000.  It was the largest, most 
expensive pleasure craft to sail Cayuga Lake.  Famous for its parties on the lake, the “Calypso” 
sometimes carried a band for entertainment. 
 
 Cayuga Lake is also known for its fishing, including sport fishing derbies in recent 
years.  A recent carp fishing derby brings to mind the following anecdote: 
 Surprisingly, carp are not native to Cayuga Lake. According the Ward O’Hara’s book, 
“Aurelius,” in 1890, James Tupper built a pond in one of the lake’s tributaries and stocked it 
with 25,000 carp fingerlings.  A dam to the pond broke during a heavy rainfall and carp were 
washed into the lake where they grew and multiplied.  Within 15 years, fishermen were har-
vesting as much as 1500 pounds of carp per day with some of the fish weighing as much as 20-
30 pounds.   
 
 Whether you like fishing, boating, swimming, kayaking, or just watching the sunset 
from a picnic table at Harris Park, get out this summer and enjoy our beautiful lake. 

 

Village Information 

Village Clerk:  Jen Ogburn    Deputy Clerk:  Deb Pinckney 

Office Hours:  Wednesday: 1pm—6pm; Thursday: 9am—2pm; Friday: 9am -2pm 

Address:  PO Box 313  Cayuga, NY 13034 

Email: clerk@villagecayugany.com 

Telephone: 315-252-1707 

Website: www.villagecayugany.com 
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